
8th Grade Summer Reading – Your Choice 
 
 

 

BIOGRAPHY / MEMOIRS / NON-FICTION 
 
The Breadwinner – Deborah Elli 
Parvana, an 11-year-old girl, lives in Kabul, during the days when the Taliban held sway. Her 
father earns a living by sitting in the marketplace and reading correspondence for those who 

cannot read or write. When he is arrested, there is only one solution if the family is to survive - 
Parvana must disguise herself as a boy and become the family's breadwinner. Readers will be 
astounded at the strength and courage displayed by Parvana. "The Breadwinner" is a sobering, but 
also uplifting tale of stamina and strength. 

 
**We Beat the Street: How a Friendship Pact led to Success – Davis, Drs. Sampson, 
George Jenkins and Ramceck Hunt 

Sampson, George and Rameck could easily have followed their childhood friends into drug dealing, 
gangs, and prison. They came from the tough neighborhoods of Newark, New Jersey, where survival, 
not schoolwork, was the priority. When the three boys meet in high school, they recognized in each 
other the desire and ability to “beat the street.” They made a friendship pact, deciding together to take 
on the biggest challenges of their lives: going to college, then medical school. 

 
 
 
CLASSIC LITERATURE 
 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn – Mark Twain 
Mark Twain’s classic novel,  The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, tells the story of a teenaged misfit 
who finds himself floating on a raft down the Mississippi River with an escaping slave, Jim. In the 
course of their perilous journey, Huck and Jim meet adventure, danger, and a cast of characters who 
are sometimes menacing and often hilarious. 

 
Flowers for Algernon – Daniel Keyes 
In this classic story that inspired the hit movie Charlie, Charlie Gordon, a mentally challenged adult 
who cleans floors and toilets, becomes a genius through an experimental operation. But, when his 
new intelligence begins to wane, Charlie must confront the loss of all he has learned. 

 
Treasure Island – Robert Louis Stevenson 
While going through the possessions of a deceased guest, the mistress of an inn and her son find a 
treasure map that leads to a pirate treasure as well as great danger. Climb aboard for the 
swashbuckling adventure of a lifetime!  Treasure Island has enthralled (and caused slight 
seasickness) for decades. With its dastardly plot and motley crew of rogues and villains (including the 
famous Long John Silver), it seems unlikely that anyone who ever reads this exciting classic will ever 
forget it! 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
CONTEMPORARY FAVORITES 
 
Crazy Lady – Jane Conly 
Vernon, an academic failure, hangs out in the Baltimore streets desperate to resolve his problems. 
He is befriended by Maxine and Roland, an alcoholic and her impaired son, both of whom Vernon 
once taunted. Many readers will identify with this story of compassion. 

 
Dairy Queen – Catherine Murdock 
Refreshing and wholesome, Catherine Gilbert Murdock's DAIRY QUEEN stands like a tall glass of cold 
milk in a crowded soda cooler. Examples that set it apart: the setting is Wisconsin; the protagonist (D.J. 
Schwenk) is a 15-year-old tomboy who wants to play on the boys' football team; and D.J. falls in love 
with the quarterback of her hometown's archrival. Funny and very real! 

 
Make Lemonade – Virginia Euwer Wolff. 
Fourteen-year-old LaVaugh takes a job babysitting for Jolly, the teenage mother of two-year-old 
Jeremy and baby Jilly, whose life is the epitome of disorganization. With warmth, humor, and a voice 
blending street smarts and innocent naivete, readers will be drawn into the world of life’s challenges 
and the deepening friendship between LaVaughn and Jolly. 

 
Rumblefish – S.E. Hinton 
Rumblefish centers on Rusty-James, a disillusioned tough guy who longs to emulate his absent brother 
Motorcycle Boy and become a gang-fight legend. But when Motorcycle Boy returns, he’s changed and 
Rusty’s world begins to fall apart.  

 

Stargirl – Jerry Spinelli 
Susan “Stargirl” Caraway wasn’t just your average tenth grade girl. Home-schooled for 15 years, Stargirl 
frolicked into Mica Area High School with an enchanting array of color and happiness. Stargirl  is a 
ringing endorsement of individualism. It reminds us that it's okay to be different, that sameness is 
boring, and that we should all, as Will Shakespeare once said, “To thine own self be true. 

 
The Uglies Trilogy – Scott Westerfeld (choose one volume from Uglies, Pretties, Specials) Tally lives 
in a complex dystopia, set in a future that seems too far off and yet, all to near. At the age of 16, 
everyone gets surgery to become beautiful. What could possibly be wrong with that? Everything! 
Readers will inhale this fast-paced series that have plenty to say about consumerism, beauty and 
conformity. 

 
What Every Girl (Except Me) Knows – Nora Baskin 
Twelve-year-old Gabby feels that she needs a mother to help her grow into a woman, so when things 
between her father and his latest girlfriend do not work out, Gabby set off for the last place she 
remembers seeing her own mother. 

 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
Billy and his precious coonhound pups romp relentlessly through the Ozarks, trying to “tree” the elusive 
raccoon. In time, the inseparable trio wins the coveted gold cup in the annual coon-hunt contest, 
captures the wily ghost coon, and bravely fights with a mountain lion. But tragedy is waiting right 
around the corner… 

 
The Wreckers (High Seas Trilogy, Book One) – Iain Lawrence 
In 1799 fourteen-year-old John Spencer survives a shipwreck on the coast of Cornwall. To his horror, 
he soon learns that the villagers are not rescuers, but pirates who lure ships ashore in order to 



plunder their cargoes. 
HISTORICAL FICTION 
 

 
The Book Thief – Marcus Zusak 
Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the story of Liesel – a young 
German girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents help sustain her family and the Jewish man 
they are hiding, as well as their neighbors. 

 
Summer of My German Soldier – Bette Green 
When her Arkansas hometown becomes the site of a camp housing German prisoners during World 
War II, 12-year-old Patty Bergen learns what it means to open her heart. Although she’s Jewish, she 
begins to see a prison escapee, Anton, not as a Nazi, but as a lonely, frightened young man with 
feelings not unlike her own, who understands and appreciates her in a way her parents never will. 
Patty is willing to risk losing family, friends—even her freedom—for what quickly becomes the most 
important part of her life. 

 

Dave at Night – Gail Carson Levine 
When orphaned, Dave is sent to Manhattan’s Hebrew Home for Boys, where he is treated cruelly; he 
sneaks out at night and is welcomed into the music and culture filled world of the Harlem Renaissance. 

 
Keeping Score – Linda Sue Park 
In 1950s Brooklyn, everyone is baseball mad! Maggie says daily prayers and follows careful rituals to 
"help" the Dodgers. With firefighter Jim's help, she learns to score the games meticulously. Then Jim is 
drafted and sent to Korea, where his experiences lead to a severe breakdown. Maggie writes to Jim 
faithfully, but her efforts meet with little success. Against a backdrop of major league baseball and the 
Korean War on the home front, Maggie looks for, and finds, a way to make a difference. 
(www.lspark.com) 

 
Monkey Town – Ronald Kidd 
When her father hatches a plan to bring publicity to their small Tennessee town by arresting a local 
high school teacher for teaching about evolution, the resulting 1925 Scopes trial prompts 
fifteen-year-old Frances to rethink many of her beliefs about religion and truth, as well as her 
relationship with her father. 

 

 
 

HUMOR 
 
Dairy Queen – Catherine Murdock 
Refreshing and wholesome, Catherine Gilbert Murdock's DAIRY QUEEN stands like a tall glass of cold 
milk in a crowded soda cooler. Examples that set it apart: the setting is Wisconsin; the protagonist (D.J. 
Schwenk) is a 15-year-old tomboy who wants to play on the boys' football team; and D.J. falls in love 
with the quarterback of her hometown's archrival. Funny and real. 

 
Heir Apparent – Vivian Vande Velde 
Giannine inadvertently gets stuck in a virtual reality game which the Citizens to Protect our Children 
have tampered with. The only way she can get out alive is to win the game. However, she has a 
limited number of tries… 

 
Slot Machine – Chris Lynch 
Elvin’s sarcastic sense of humor has helped him survive life, which includes a great deal of harassment 
about his weight. Will his love of Nutter Butters and his sharp tongue also help him survive Catholic 



summer camp and the various physical education sessions he’ll have to endure? 
 
Squashed – Joan Bauer 
Sixteen-year-old Ellie Morgan is a young Iowa girl with a passion for growing ribbon-winning pumpkins. 
A bit too plump and always trying to diet, Ellie struggles to make her pumpkin Max grow- feeding him 
special food, talking to him about success, protecting him during rain and frost. Will Max win the Rock 
River Pumpkin Weigh-In? Or will Ellie’s nemesis triumph? 

 
 

MYSTERY / FANTASY 
 
Black Mirror – Nancy Werlin 
The snowy prep school setting is the perfect backdrop for Werlin's chilling and well-constructed mystery. 
Her narrator is a unique creation, a girl who begins to discover herself as she unravels a huge 
conspiracy. Nothing is as it seems and readers will be rewarded with unexpected twists and turns. 

 
The Ear, the Eye, and the Arm – Nancy Farmer 
This futuristic sci-fi tale takes place in Zimbabwe. Three kids of an important politician in the country 
decide to go on a field trip to explore the outside world and end up disappearing. Now it's up to the 
Ear, the Eye, and the Arm to track them down. But it won't be as easy as they thought. On their 
journey they'll encounter a woman the size of an elephant, people who still believe that evil monsters 
lurk in their forest, and a greedy woman who hosts a lot of tea parties. Not to mention the REAL bad 
guys... 

 
The Fairest – Gail Carson Levine 
In a land where beauty and singing are valued above all else, Aza eventually comes to reconcile her                  
unconventional appearance and her magical voice, and learns to accept herself for who she truly is. 

 
Friends to Die For – Jane Giberga 
Sixteen-year-old Christine is forced to evaluate her sophisticated world of elegant New York apartments, 
private schools, and rich friends when a girl she knows is murdered after a party they both attended. 

 
The Hound of the Baskervilles – Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
What’s the truth behind the legend of the hound of the Baskervilles? Is it really a devil-beast that’s 
haunting the lonely moors? Enter Sherlock Holmes to find the answer in this, the only full- length novel 
ever crafted by the creator of one of the most popular and enduring detective series. 

 
SPORTS 
 
The Contender – Robert Lipsyte 
A Harlem high school drop-out escapes from a gang of punks into a boxing gym. He learns being 
a contender is hard and often discouraging work and that you don’t know anything until you try. 
 
Heat – Mike Lupica 
Michael Arroyo is a terrific pitcher who dreams of leading his South Bronx All-Stars to the Little League 
World Series. It's a dream he shared with his father, who tragically died of a heart attack a few months 
back, leaving Michael and brother, Carlos, to struggle along on their own. Readers will find themselves 
rooting for Michael as he struggles with the loss of his father, stumbles into his first boy-girl 
relationship, and yearns to play baseball. (School Library Journal) 

 



 
 
Keeping Score – Linda Sue Park 
In 1950s Brooklyn, everyone is baseball mad. Maggie says daily prayers and follows careful rituals to 
"help" the Dodgers. With firefighter Jim's help, she learns to score the games meticulously. Then Jim is 
drafted and sent to Korea, where his experiences lead to a severe breakdown. Maggie writes to Jim 
faithfully, but her efforts meet with little success. Against a backdrop of major league baseball and the 
Korean War on the home front, Maggie looks for, and finds, a way to make a difference. 
(www.lspark.com) 

 

The Last Shot – John Feinstein 
After winning a basketball reporting contest, eighth graders Stevie and Susan are sent to cover the 
Final Four tournament, where they discover a talented player is being blackmailed into throwing the 
final game. 

 
The Moves Make the Man – Bruce Brooks 
This book is a great choice for basketball fans and readers who want a solid story by a solid author. It's 
a story about the challenging friendship of two very different boys, Jerome Foxworthy and Bix Rivers. 
Together, they overcome the highs and lows of honesty and cheating, friendship and family. 

. 
Winning – Robin Brancato 
Paralyzed in a football accident, high school student Gary Madden struggles to accept and overcome 
his condition, with the dedicated assistance of recently widowed English teacher Ann Treer. 

 

 
Unless noted, summaries are from reviews on Amazon.com, The Ultimate Teen Book Guide, 500 
Great Books for Teens, Hornbook and Hennepin County Library (www.helib.org). 
 

  



 


